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Dear Reader,


WE TRUST THAT AS YOU TAKE THE TIME TO READ, RESEARCH, and pray about these ARTICLEs WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF GOD'S WORD and history, THAT YOU will DECIDE FOR YOURSELF “THE TRUTH ABOUT CHRISTMAS”.  the first article, “the true christmas spirit is orgiastic materialism” is taken from the toronto star NEWSPAPER, december 21, 1993.  the second article, “a vision of christmas and easter” is by mike leclair. The third article, “Christmas isn’t supposed to be multicultural” is written by charles w. moore and taken from the toronto star, december 23, 1997.  the fourth article, “the truth about christmas” is written by a born-again messianic christian jew named charles halff.  THE fifth ARTICLE, “A MESSAGE TO THE CHILDREN” IS WRITTEN AND COMPILED BY VARIOUS t.c.i.f. MEMBERS.  APPENDIX A,  ON page eighteen, IS A PARTIAL STATEMENT OF FAITH FROM OUR LOCAL CHURCH.  we have INCLUDEd IT so that you will know SOME OF THE THINGS WE BELIEVE.  AS YOU SEEK THE LORD afresh CONCERNING THE TRUTH ABOUT CHRISTMAS, YOU MUST OBEY only THAT WHICH THE LORD jesus christ tells you to do ... not WHAT any man SAYS, including us.


WE DO NOT PRESUME THAT these ARTICLEs CONTAIN THE “SUM OF ALL TRUTH” REGARDING THIS MATTER, NEITHER DO WE PRESENT these ARTICLEs TO YOU AS THE OFFICIAL OR FULL PERSPECTIVE OF OUR LOCAL CHURCH.  three ARTICLEs were WRITTEN BY PEOPLE WHO HAVE NO ASSOCiATION WITH OUR LOCAL CHURCH - the toronto star and THE CHARLES HALFF ARTICLES.  PLEASE UNDERSTAND THAT WE DESIRE TO WALK IN LOVE WITH ALL BELIEVERS AND TO RESPECT everyone’s POINT OF VIEW.  but IF WE do DISAGREE  because of personal convictions, let us continue to humbly walk together in christ JESUS OUR LORD.


WE DO NOT DESIRE TO FIGHT WITH ANYONE ABOUT THEiR POINT OF VIEW oR their personal convictions.  WE simply WANT TO TAKE AN HONEST and fresh LOOK to  ASCERTAIN IF two thousand YEARS OF HISTORY HAS SHACKlED THE CHURCH WITH ANY unnecessary WEIGHTS AND BAGGAGE (HEB. 12:1-2).  WE DO ASK THAT IF YOU COME TO THE CONVICTION THAT YOU DO NOT DESIRE TO CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS, THAT YOU PLEASE TALK TO YOUR FAMILY AND OTHERS about these matters WITH much WISDOM.  DECLARE WHAT YOU BELIEVE TO BE THE TRUTH, BUT DO NOT IN ANY WAY SHUN OR UNNECCESSARILY PROVOKE FAMILY OR OTHERS WHO DISAGREE WITH YOU.  SEEK always TO BUILD UNITY AS YOU EXPLAIN YOUR personal CONVICTIONS.  AND PROCEED WITH CAUTION, LOVE, AND DISCRETION AS YOU SHARE WITH FAMILY AND OTHERS YOUR CONVICTIONS about christmas.


these articles are BEING presented TO IGNITE a spark or A SINCERE SEARCH FOR THE TRUTH ABOUT CHRISTMAS.  It is not our intention to create division or strife, yet we must not let a genuine and personal “search for THE truth” become a casualty to compromising pressures from within or without.  you must discover AND DECIDE FOR YOURSELF the truth about christmas as you read the various articles, research history, and personally study god’s word.  IF YOU BECOME TROUBLED ABOUT PERSONALLY CELEBRATING CHRISTMAS as you have knowN it, then YOU MUST PRAYERFULLY DECIDE THE NEXT STEPS YOU are to TAKE.  IN ALL MATTERS  SEEK GOD’S WISDOM, WALK IN LOVE, AND RESPECT OTHERS CONVICTIONS ... BUT DO NOT COMPROMISE YOUR OWN PERSONAL CONVICTIONS ABOUT TRUTH AND jesus CHRIST.


why not start by personally taking the christmas quiz  found on page three?  find out how you score  in this simple quiz.  it will only take a few minutes of your time.

toronto  christian  international  fellowship
take  The  christmas  quiz

	answer the following below: 
	yes
	no

	
	(check  one)



	1. Was Jesus Christ born on December 25th?
	
	

	2. Did the Lord Jesus Christ ever tell His disciples to celebrate His birthday?
	
	

	3. Do the Scriptures teach us to celebrate Christmas?
	
	

	4. Is Christmas a Bible doctrine?
	
	

	5. Does Christmas have its historical origins in paganism?
	
	

	6. Did the apostles or the early church celebrate Christ’s birthday?
	
	

	7. Did the apostles or early church celebrate any type of Christmas festival?
	
	

	8. Is Christmas a feast established in the fourth or fifth centuries by the Catholic Church?
	
	

	9. The word Christmas means Christ - Mass or Mass of Christ, and was a special pagan type mass brought into the Church with the help of Emperor Constantine?
	
	

	10. Has the pagan history of Christmas been well known throughout history? 
	
	

	11. Did Charles Haddon Spurgeon, the famous English preacher of the last century, say the following, “We have no superstitious regard for times and seasons.  Certainly we do not believe in the present ecclesiastical arrangement called Christmas ... we find no scriptural word whatever for observing any day as the birthday of the Saviour; and consequently, its observance is a superstition, because (it is) not of Divine authority ... probably the fact is that the ‘Holy Days’ (were) arranged to fit in with the heathen festivals ... how absurd to think we could do it in the spirit of the world, with a Jack Frost clown, a deceptive worldly Santa Claus, and a mixed program of sacred truth with fun, deception and fiction.”
	

Note:  The answers to this quiz are on the next page.

	12. Should we learn heathen ways or pagan customs?
	
	


answers to the christmas quiz

	answers to the questions below: 
	yes
	no
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	HOW  DID  YOU SCORE ?   


  OUT  OF  12  CORRECT


The   true   Christmas   spirit  is 
orgiastic   materialism

Old pagan festival 

marking winter solstice predates Christianity.  

By Stephen Roney

  This, as every Christmas season, we all can expect to hear The Sermon.  The one about remembering, amidst all the consumerism and demands for cartoon-celebrity-endorsed products, the “true meaning” of Christmas.

  Usually, this supposes that Christmas has something to do with Christianity, in its origins or as a moral creed.  It supposes conspicuous consumption is a modern gloss.  It supposes, even if non-denominational, that Christmas has to do with peace on earth and good will toward, er, persons.

  Not so.  The Romans, at Saturnalia, already exchanged presents.  In medieval England, Yule was a drunken revel; the face of Father Christmas was ruddy less from the cold than from the contents of the wassail bowl.

  The date, Dec. 25, bears no relation to the biography of Jesus, the time and season of whose birth are unknown.  It became the Christ’s birth in the fourth century because it already was celebrated as the birth of the sun - natus soilis invictus.

  It was, in brief, according to the Julian calendar, the night of the winter solstice, the time of darkness’s triumph but also the moment from which to date the re-growth of the child-weak day.  The Eastern calendar placed the solstice on Jan. 6; accordingly, that day was Christmas.  The two traditions finally were reconciled by inventing the feast of Epiphany.

  At first, there was much resistance; many denounced the new holiday as thinly disguised sun-worship.  As late as 1647, Christmas was banned by Britain’s Puritan Parliament as pagan.  The ban was so effective in Calvinist Scotland as to transfer all the pagan magic of Christmas to New Year’s Eve, Hogmanay, even to this day.                                While the celebration of the solstice is universal, it is most vigorous in northern lands




.

where the darkness and cold of winter are pronounced.  The Venerable Bede saw the Angli exchange gifts on Dec. 25 well before Christianization.  Dragging home an evergreen to mark the solstice is an ancient custom in Japan.

  And what of that mysterious figure, Santa Claus, who dominates the holiday festivities as Jesus never has?

  We know the official story: he is a folklorized St. Nicholas.  But this is an evasion.  We know of this Nicholas naught but that he was bishop of a town in fourth century Asia minor.  How does he gain such prominence?

 There is no certainty in such matters but early on it seems likely there developed a confusion of this worthy with a northern European of similar title.  He appears in common folklore and in such early writings as Beowulf: now Nick, now Nickel, now Nikker.  He is said to be a “demon,” of “the evil spirit of the North,” or “the name of Odin, as the ... evil principle.”  Descriptions show him, when humanoid, as an aged creature with a flowing white beard.

  By the 16th century, the term had become more specific, Christianized: “Old Nick,” or even “St. Nicholas,” meant the devil proper.

  That the jolly old elf we love hides such a character flaw should not surprise.  It is common to mute the terror of the supernatural by euphemism.  The bloody Furies of Greek mythology were calmingly worshipped as “the bountiful ones.”  

As long ago as Isaiah, the devil’s throne was in the north (see Isaiah 14:13).  The devil is prince of darkness, as Jesus is the reborn light.  Thus Satan presides over the winter dark.  It is he who holds power on midwinter night, even if it implies his eventual overthrow.  It is he who must be propitiated, and not trifled with by too much attention to his successor.

  Although much tradition places hell underground, eloquent voices have put it in the far north, including St. Bonaventure and the oldest morality plays.  Many put it at the North Pole.  Other argue for Iceland or Lapland.

  The latter party holds that the devil drives a team of reindeer.  He is often covered in red fur, as is both Santa and his German predecessor Pelznickel (“furry devil”).  If Lucifer is often black with soot, it is from climbing down chimneys, attracted by his element below.  If he carries a sack, it is not for party favors but for the abduction of bad little girls and boys; Dutch children still fear such kidnappings.  Food and wine, if not milk and cookies, are left out for his debauched pleasure as a bribe to leave the house in peace.

  All this may be a memory of blood sacrifice to Kronos, Wotan or Saturn, all of whom presided over the feast.  Often a child was slaughtered, a decoy for the newborn sun.  Is it significant that St. Nicholas is symbolized by three severed children’s heads?

  So there you have it: Christmas is the pagan festival of the birth of the sun; its deepest, original meaning is an orgiastic materialism; and Santa Claus is the devil himself.

  Merry Christmas.

Stephen Roney is a Toronto writer.

From: THE TORONTO STAR NEWSPAPER
December 21, 1993, Page A23

A  Vision  of  Christmas  and  Easter

While in prayer for revival and awakening at a prayer meeting in Woodvale Pentecostal Church, at the time pastored by brother Bill Prankard, I received the following vision in 1990:
I saw in a vision what I knew to be the Body of Christ, the Church ensnared by two very large and powerful tentacles.  On the one tentacle was all manner of Christmas paraphernalia covering it completely.  There were Christmas trees, candy canes, lights, the nativity scene, Santa Claus, Christmas baked goods, gifts and all kinds of things typical to the Christmas celebration.  The other tentacle was covered with all manner of Easter paraphernalia.  There were all sorts of easter candy, eggs and bunnies, baskets, flowers, the crucifixion scene, the empty tomb scene all mixed together.
The Lord revealed to me that these two tentacles emanated from the Church of Rome, which is Mystery Babylon the Mother of Harlots as revealed in Revelation chapter 17 and 18.  These two tentacles were the only two remaining areas of influence or control exercised by the spirit of Rome over the true Church of JESUS CHRIST.  The Lord also revealed that in the last days the true “Bride of Christ” would break free of these tentacles.  She would be a glorious Church, a triumphant Church, free of all bondage and compromise.  However, at this present time these spiritual tentacles of “Rome” still exercise great control over much of the Church during the seasons of Christmas and Easter, and effectively block and hinder much of the work of the Holy Spirit through the Body of Christ during this time.  Also, I sensed more recently that those who do not break free will eventually succumb to becoming daughters of the “Harlot”.



	NOTE: Please prayerfully consider this vision and respond as God directs you (Acts 2:16-21; I Thess. 5:21).
	Mike LeClair
December, 1990


Christmas  Isn’t Supposed  To Be Multicultural

By Charles W. Moore
- a condensed version -

The 1993 Angus Reid / Maclean’s religion poll found that 78 per cent of Canadians consider themselves “Christian.”  Nineteen per cent professed atheism or no religion, and all non-Christian religions combined encompassed a mere 3 per cent of the population.  
It may surprise some Christians as well as non-Christians that Christmas as we know it is far from universally revered by the church.  Early Christians didn’t celebrate Christmas at all, and birthday observances in general were shunned as trappings of paganism.  Purely religious commemoration of Christ’s nativity was incorporated into the Epiphany feast (Jan. 6) some time before A.D. 200, and Eastern Orthodox Christians still observe Christmas on that date.  Around A.D. 330, the Roman Church designated Dec. 25 as Christmas, thus co-opting the pagan Mithraic sun-god’s feast and the Saturnalia. 
Distaste for Christmas’ pagan residues led Oliver Cromwell’s Calvinist Puritans to ban the celebration in England between 1642 and 1652.  Even after Royal restoration, the Dec. 25 observance remained in bad odour among British Protestants.

Many Christmas traditions have pagan origins, including the tree (Roman and Egyptian tree-worship); mistletoe (Druidism); exchanging presents (Roman Saturnalia); and evergreen decorations (Teutonic-Norse paganism).  

[image: image1.png]



There’s nothing essentially Christian about gut-busting turkey dinners.  (I’m reminded of Ambrose Bierce’s wry observation that festivals such as Christmas are “a religious celebration usually signalized by gluttony and drunkenness, frequently in honour of some holy person distinguished for abstemiousness.”) Even the image universally recognized as Santa Claus derives from a 19th century secular poem by Clement Moore and a 1925 Coca-Cola advertisement.  In popular North American culture, commercialism has transformed Christmas into a general-purpose, secular, civic holiday and bonanza for retailers.  Merry Christmas !
Charles W. Moore is a writer in 
Sherbrooke, N.S..  This condensed article
is taken from The Toronto Star :
Tuesday, December 23, 1997, page A20.

Compiled By T.C.I.F.  December 26, 1997.
the  truth  about  christmas

SHOULD CHRISTIANS CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS?

Up until some 25 years ago, I used to celebrate Christmas as much as - or even more than - any Gentile.  You might think that is strange since I was born and raised in a Jewish home.  But my family always had a Christmas tree every year because it was the popular thing to do.  We had ornaments, mistletoe, holly wreaths, presents and everything else that goes along with the Christmas celebration.

You see, Jewish people celebrate Christmas today, not because of Christ's birthday, but because it is a popular tradition and part of our present-day culture.  It is as American as apple pie and hamburgers.  And I observed Christmas for nearly 22 years of my life, until God opened my eyes to see the falseness of this pagan holiday.

It is not because I am a Jew that I do not celebrate Christmas now. That has nothing to do with it.  Let me tell you the real reasons why I no longer observe this pagan holiday.

CHRISTMAS NOT A BIBLE DOCTRINE

In the first place, Christmas is not a Bible doctrine.  If our blessed Lord had wanted us to celebrate His birthday, He would have told us when to celebrate it and how to celebrate it.  But Christ never told anyone to celebrate His birthday.  Furthermore, we know from the Bible and from church history that the apostles and the early church never celebrated Christ's birthday.

The Bible is God's complete and final revelation to man, and it tells us everything we need to know for our spiritual lives.  II Tim. 3:16.  We do not have to go outside the Bible for anything. God's Word tells us how we are to worship, how we are to give money for the support of the Lord's work, how to evangelize the lost, how to observe the Lord's Supper and everything else pertaining to the Christian life.  But not once in the Bible does God tell us to celebrate Christmas!  We are told to remember the Lord's death, but no where are we told to celebrate His birth.

God's people are supposed to be Bible people.  We are supposed to live by the teaching of God's holy Word.  So the very fact that Christmas is never mentioned in the Bible is sufficient reason for us not to have anything to do with it.  But that's not all.

CHRIST NOT BORN ON DECEMBER 25

The second reason I do not celebrate Christmas is that Christ was not born on December 25th.  Notice:

"And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night." 
Luke 2:8.

Do not miss the point:  the shepherds WERE IN THE FIELDS taking care of their flocks on the night Jesus was born.  As the shepherds were watching their sheep, the message came to them of the birth of Jesus.

It is a well-known fact that December falls in the middle of the rainy season in Palestine, and the sheep were kept in the fold at that time of the year.  The shepherds always corralled their flocks from October to April.  They brought their sheep from the mountainsides and the fields no later than October 15th to protect them from the cold, rainy season that followed that date.  So the birth of Christ could not have taken place at the end of December.

Secondly, Luke 2:1,3 tells us that at that time of the birth of Jesus it was decreed that, "all the world should be taxed...And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city."  This could not have taken place in the winter.  Caesar Augustus, the ruler at Rome, would certainly not call for such a taxing in the depth of winter.  Travel at this time of the year is extremely difficult; hence, it would be virtually impossible for everyone to comply with the decree if it had been given then. The Lord Himself testified to the rigors of travelling in winter, for He told the people to pray that their flight at the end of this age would not be in winter. Matt. 24:20. 

No one knows the exact day when Jesus was born, but in all probability He was born sometime during the first part of October. We can be reasonably sure of this because His earthly ministry lasted 3 1/2 years, and He was crucified on the 14th day of the month of Nisan, which corresponds to our April.  John 19:31, Lev. 23:5.  If we go back 3 1/2 years to the time when Jesus was 30 years old - when He began His public ministry - we come to the month of October.  This was probably the month when our blessed Lord was born into the world.

However, let us remember that it is not the date of Jesus' birth that is important.  The important thing is that He was born and that He died for our sins. We are not worshipping a helpless infant lying in a manger.  We are worshipping a risen and exalted Christ who has all power in heaven and in earth.  Matt. 28:18.

ORIGIN OF CHRISTMAS

Where do you suppose Christmas originated?  Certainly not with God!  Christmas started with the sun worshippers in the time of Nimrod, the man who supervised the building of the tower of Babel. And that is another reason why I do not celebrate Christmas.

Thousands of years before Jesus was born, the heathen in every country observed December 25th as the birthday of a god who was called the sun-god.  Semiramis, the widow of Nimrod, was his mother.  She claimed to be the queen of heaven.  And she had a son who was supposed to have been born on December 25th; his name was Tammuz.

According to all the heathen religions of that time, Tammuz had a miraculous birth; and for centuries his birthday was celebrated with feasts, revelry and drunken orgies.  The heathen celebrated Tammuz's birthday according to the very example he set for them.  He was the world's greatest lover of women, strong drink, dirty jokes and other sensual fun.  It is said that he loved everybody and everybody loved him.  And it was on December 25th that all the pagan religions celebrated the birthday of Tammuz, the sun-god.

This is all clearly brought out in Alexander Hislop's great book, "The Two Babylons."  Any reputable encyclopedia will also verify these facts.

It is plain to see, isn't it, that Christmas is a pagan holiday that came out of old pagan Babylon.  As born-again believers, let us have nothing to do with it.

CHRISTMAS: A CATHOLIC HOLIDAY

The fourth reason I do not celebrate Christmas is because Christmas is a Catholic holiday.  Why should I steal Christmas from the Catholics.  They got it from the pagans, and I am happy to let them keep it.

Notice what Encyclopedia Americana has to say about Christmas and Catholicism.

"Christmas - It was according to many authorities NOT celebrated in the first centuries of the Christian church as the Christian usage in general was to celebrate the death of remarkable persons rather than their birth.  A feast was established in memory of the birth of the Saviour in the FOURTH CENTURY.  In the Fifth Century the Western Church (Roman Catholic) ordered it to be celebrated forever on the day of the old Roman feast of the birth of Sol.  The holly, the mistletoe, the yule log and the wassail bowl are of pre-Christian times.  

The Christmas tree has been traced back to the Romans.  It went from Germany to Great Britain."

Encyclopedia Britannica has this to say about Christmas:

"Christmas (i.e., the Mass of Christ) was not among the earliest festivals of the church."

After Constantine became the Emperor of Rome, he forced all the pagans of his empire to be baptized into the Christian Church. Thus baptized pagans far outnumbered the true Christians.

Since the church worshipped the Lord Jesus as the Son of God, when the 25th of December rolled around and the pagans wanted to worship Tammuz, their sun-god, Constantine knew that he would have to do something,  So he had the church combine the worship of Tammuz with the birthday of Christ, and a special mass was declared to keep everyone happy.  Thus pagan worship was brought into the Christian church and called "Christ-mass."
Every time we say "Merry Christmas," we are actually mixing the precious and holy name of Christ with paganism.  This is not right.  God says in Ezekiel 20:39, "Pollute ye my holy name no more."

THE WORLD AND CHRISTMAS

That brings me to the next reason why I do not celebrate Christmas.  Christmas is of the world, and we are commanded, "Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world.  If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him." 
1 John 2:15.
The very fact that the world which hates Christ and His blood atonement for sin makes more fuss about Christmas than any other holiday proves to me that Christmas is not of God.  If December 25th were truly the birthday of the blessed Son of God, the world would have nothing to do with it!

You do not have to be a Christian to celebrate Christmas. Even in non-Christian countries like Japan, Czechoslovakia, Poland and Russia the people celebrate Christmas.

People throughout the world, who for the most part have no awareness of the Bible or Jesus Christ, eat up the Christmas celebration.  To take Christmas from the world would be harder than taking candy from a child.

Let us face it, the world is married to the idol of Christmas. In fact, more people get drunk at Christmas than at any other time of the year.  There are more big parties and more selfish spending than at any other season.  Doesn't that prove that it is not of God? 

The world loves Christmas, but it hates Christ.

UNSCRIPTURAL TRADITIONS

Another reason why I do not celebrate Christmas is that it is filled with unscriptural tradition.  The exchanging of gifts, the Christmas tree, the singing of carols and Santa Claus are all of pagan origin.  These all crept into the church during or after the Fourth Century.

There are many unscriptural traditions that have cluttered up the story of the birth of our wonderful Saviour.  For instance, many people believe that the wise men of the East and the shepherds were together in Bethlehem at the time our  Lord was born.  But nothing could be further from the truth.  The shepherds came to Bethlehem to see Jesus at His birth.  The wise men came to see Jesus when He was almost two years old.  Matt. 2:16.

Furthermore, the Bible says nothing about three wise men, nor does it say that they were kings.  The fact is the Bible does not give their number at all but merely states that they were wise men.

Perhaps the worst part of the Christmas celebration is that thousands of parents will teach their children the falsehood of Santa Claus.  Children are taught that Santa Claus makes his home at the North Pole, and once each year he fills his sled with toys for the boys and girls who have been good throughout the year.  If they are good, he brings them toys on Christmas Eve, and if they are bad, he passes them by.

Is it any wonder that many times when children grow up and learn the truth, they question whether Christ is also a myth?

The Bible says in Colossians 3:9, "Lie not one to another." We are commanded in Ephesians 4:25 to put "away lying," and to "speak every man truth with his neighbour."

Now I know that some of you loving mothers are saying, "Don't you think we should give the children a good time?  They do not understand all the paganism behind Christmas."
Let me ask you a question, mother.  Is it necessary to drag the holy name of our blessed Lord down to the low level of fleshly gratification and drunkenness to show the kiddies a good time?  A thousand times, no!  Let us teach our children the truth about Christmas.  God's Word says that we should bring our children up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.  Eph 6:4.  Why should we dishonour the name of Christ in such a manner under the pretence of showing the children a good time?  There are 364 more days in the year during which we can give gifts to our children.

MERRYMAKING AND EXCHANGING GIFTS

Without question, the most important part of Christmas for most people is buying and exchanging gifts.  I do not celebrate Christmas because exchanging gifts has nothing to do with Christ's birthday.  

Perhaps some of you are asking, "Didn't the wise men give gifts to Jesus?"  They certainly did, but they did not give them to one another.  And their gifts were not birthday gifts because the wise men did not come to visit Jesus until He was nearly two years old.  Matt. 2:16.  The shepherds came to visit Jesus at His birth, but the wise men came to see Him nearly two years later.

Did you know that giving gifts to a king was a common custom in the Far East?  That is the reason why the wise men brought gifts to Jesus - because He was born to be King of the Jews.  But they were not birthday gifts.  So there is no connection between Christmas and the birthday of Jesus in this respect.

One final word before leaving the matter of exchanging gifts. Let me point out that even this is a part of Satan's antichrist program.  The greatest Christmas celebration yet to come will be during the awful days of the tribulation.  During the antichrist's reign all hell will be let loose.  The two witnesses whom God shall send to the people of the earth will be killed when God is finished with them.  Could you guess who will kill them?  The antichrist will put them to death.  Listen to God's Word:

"And when they shall have finished their testimony, the beast that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit shall make war against them, and shall overcome them, and kill them."  Rev. 11:7.

It is under antichrist's reign that the last and greatest Christmas celebration shall take place.  As a result of the death of these prophets of God, the world will be so delighted and thrilled that they will exchange gifts with one another.  Here is what the Bible says: "And they of the people and kindreds and tongues and nations shall see their dead bodies three days and a half, and shall not suffer their dead bodies to be put in the graves.  And they that dwell upon the earth shall rejoice over them, and make merry, and shall send gifts one to another; because these two prophets tormented them that dwelt on the earth."  Rev. 11:9-10.

What further proof do we need that the Christmas celebration is not of God?  Truly the Lord's people should not celebrate Christmas.  It is anti-God, anti-Christ, Satanic and unscriptural. The call of God is, "Come out from among them, and be ye separate...and touch not the unclean thing."  2 Cor. 6:17.  God's command to all His people is, "Have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them."  Eph. 5:11.

CHRISTMAS CONDEMNED BY THE PURITANS

The pagan history of Christmas has been well known throughout history.  In fact, at one time the celebration of this pagan custom was forbidden by law in England.  In 1644, Parliament declared Christmas to be unlawful; and, consequently, it was abolished.  The English Puritans looked upon the celebration of Christmas as the work of Satan.

At one time in early American history the observance of Christmas was illegal.  A law was adopted in the general court of Massachusetts about 1650 which required that those who celebrated Christmas were to be punished.  The statute read, "Whosoever shall be found observing any such day as Christmas, or in any other way...shall be subject to a fine of 5 shillings."  The law's preamble explained its purpose was "for preventing disorders...(by) observing such festivals as were superstitiously kept in other countries to the great dishonour of God and the offense of others." After the Mayflower pilgrims landed in 1620, the first December 25th was spent in labour and cutting down trees "in order to avoid any frivolity on the day sometimes called Christmas."
Opposition to the observance of Christmas continued just past the second half of the Nineteenth Century.  An article in the December 26, 1855 edition of The New York Daily Times stated, "The churches of the Presbyterians, Baptists and Methodists were not open on December 25 except where some mission schools had a celebration.  They do not accept the day as a holy one, but the Episcopalian, Catholic and German churches were all open.  Inside they were decked with evergreens."
The Puritans knew the truth about Christmas and regarded it as a pagan holiday.  It would be good if all believers followed their example.

WHAT ABOUT THE CHRISTMAS TREE?

Another reason why I do not observe Christmas is because the Christmas tree is condemned by the Bible.  Notice:

"Learn not the way of the heathen...For the customs of the people are vain: for one cutteth a tree out of the forest, the work of the hands of the workman, with the axe.  They deck it with silver and with gold; they fasten it with nails and with hammers, that it move not...But they are altogether brutish and foolish: the stock is a doctrine of vanities."  Jer. 10:2-4, 10.

Here you have a perfect description of the Christmas tree, called by God "the way of the heathen."  We are commanded not to learn that way of follow it!  The Christmas tree is also viewed in this passage as idolatry.  The fifth verse says that these trees cannot speak - cannot walk - must be carried.  Some people misread this to make it say that there is no harm in having a Christmas tree, but that is not what it says at all.  Rather, the Prophet Jeremiah tells us that it is vanity and foolishness and says "Learn not the way of the heathen."

Some people will stay up all night to work on an old dead tree.  They will trim it all up and stand off a little ways and admire their handiwork.  Then many of them will sit up all night and look at that old Christmas tree.

I hope some of you preachers will get up in the middle of the night and throw that old tree out of your house and out of your church right at Satan's head.  I realize that some of you will just gnash your teeth and call me "narrow minded."  Well, you can call me anything you want, but I am just giving you the Word of God.

Did you know that the green tree is mentioned 14 times in the Bible, and in every instance it is linked with idolatry?  There is not one place in the Bible where God commends the use of the "green tree" in connection with true worship.

Perhaps you are wondering why people have a Christmas tree during the Christmas celebration.  You can search the Bible through and through, but you will not find a reason for it there.  The first decorating of an evergreen tree began with the heathen Greeks and their worship of their god Adonis, who allegedly was brought back to life by the serpent Aesculapius after having been slain. And each Christmas multitudes of people will secure an evergreen tree and dress it up with bright glitter, lights and tinsel, not realizing that they are following in the tradition of a pagan festival in honour of a false god!

No doubt there are many sincere Christians who think that they are honouring Christ by having their Christmas tree when, in reality, they are dishonouring Him by having anything to do with a heathen festival that God hates.

As you read these lines perhaps you say, "I have my Christmas tree but I do not worship it and consequently I see nothing wrong with it."  Let me remind you, however, that you do not determine what is right and what is wrong.  God determines what is right and wrong.  If the Christmas tree is not an idol to you, why are you so reluctant to give it up?  What are you doing down on your knees when you place your gifts under it?

OBSERVING DAYS FORBIDDEN

Finally, I do not celebrate Christmas because God's Word forbids the observance of any holy days in this dispensation of grace.  Listen:

"Ye observe days, and months, and times, and years.  I am afraid of you, lest I have bestowed upon you labour in vain."  Gal. 4:10-11.

This tells us that the observance of days is a sign of weakness, childishness and lack of development.  There are no special holy days for members of the body of Christ.  The Lord wants us to worship Him the same 365 days a year.

We are not worshipping a dead Christ or a helpless infant lying in a manger, but we are worshipping a real and living Christ who lives all year around.

Sometimes well-meaning people will make the statement, "Let us put Christ back into Christmas."  This sounds very good on the surface...but beloved, how can you put Christ back into something when He was never there?

Charles Haddon Spurgeon, the famous English preacher of the last century, said, "We have no superstitious regard for times and seasons.  Certainly we do not believe in the present ecclesiastical arrangement called Christmas...we find no scriptural word whatever for observing any day as the birthday of the Saviour; and consequently, its observance is a superstition, because (it is) not of divine authority...probably the fact is that the 'holy days' (were) arranged to fit in with the heathen festivals...how absurd to think we could do it in the spirit of the world, with a Jack Frost clown, a deceptive worldly Santa Claus, and a mixed program of sacred truth with fun, deception and fiction."
While the world celebrates Christmas with its gift swapping and wild parties, what should be our attitude?  God's Word makes it plain that we should have nothing to do with this pagan holiday. Let us not associate the birth of the holy Son of God with the pagan traditions of men.  Let us heed God's command, "Be ye separate, O my people."  2 Cor. 6:17.
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A  Message  To  The  Children

A  CHILD  MAY  ASK,  “DOES  JESUS  CELEBRATE  CHRISTMAS?”

JESUS CHRIST taught us that we all need to know about following Him.  What it means to be an obedient son or daughter of God.  So it is important that we are always found doing God’s will according to His Word the Bible.  For instance, in the Bible it does not tell us anything about celebrating when Jesus was born.  However, it does tell us the reason Jesus came to the earth as a child.  He came to give His life as a sacrifice for us and our sin.  He did this by dying on the cross as the Lamb of God, shedding His blood as a sacrifice for our sin, and rising from the dead.  Jesus has told us to celebrate His death, burial, and resurrection.  But Jesus has never instructed us to celebrate His birthday in the Bible - God’s Word.  Let us look at the following questions and see if Jesus would celebrate Christmas or not.

WHAT EXACTLY  IS  CHRISTMAS  ANYWAYS?

· It started as a pagan festival that was celebrated on December the 25th.   It began many years before Jesus Christ was born.  Originally it was in honour of the birth of Tammuz who was a pagan sun-god.

· About 400 years after Jesus died, many people all over the world still celebrated the birth of Tammuz every year.  The then Emperor of Rome, Constantine, wanted to honour Jesus but he was afraid of the problems he would have if the celebrations to the sun-god were cancelled.  So, he simply decided to combine the celebration of the sun-god’s birthday with the birthday of Jesus Christ.  That is where the name “Christmas” came from.  It really means “a mass for Christ” or a “Christ-mass.”

· In the Bible, God’s Word, Jesus clearly tells us to be separate from the things of the world’s ways.  Mixing the birth of a false god together with the so called birthday of Jesus Christ is not pleasing to God (II Cor. 6:17-18).  Please read and study this Scripture text for yourself.

WHY  IS  IT  IMPORTANT  FOR  US  TO  KNOW  THE  TRUTH  ABOUT CHRISTMAS?

· It is very important to know how God feels about everything.  If we do things that are not pleasing to God, the Bible tells us that we need to change those things.  True children of God want to please Him alone.  We should know what the meaning of Christmas really is.  We should ask God how He feels about it so that we may obey Him completely.

· The Bible says that they that worship God must worship Him in Spirit and in Truth (John 4:23-24).  We need to know the truth about Christmas so that we can worship God the way He desires us to.  This means we do not worship God our own way.  We worship Him His way.

· Christmas started as the worship of a sun god or a false god.  The Bible tells us we cannot mix light with darkness (Eph 5:8-11,17).  We must always walk in or obey the truth of God’s Word.

WHEN  IS  JESUS  CHRIST’S  REAL  BIRTHDAY  THEN?

· Jesus could not have been born in December.  According to Scripture, the shepherds were in the fields looking after their sheep at the time of His birth.  This tending of their sheep each year could only happen from April to October in Israel.

· It is more likely that Jesus was born in October.  But His real birthday is not known and was not celebrated by the early church.

WHERE  DID  THE  IDEA  OF  GIVING  GIFTS  TO  EACH  OTHER  COME  FROM?

· It is not clear where the idea of giving gifts to each other came from. However, it was a custom in those days to give gifts to kings and the wise men recognized that Jesus Christ was the King of  kings.  Yet Scripture does not tell us anything about the wise men giving gifts to each other or receiving gifts back from Jesus.

· Jesus did not tell us to give gifts to one another in order to celebrate his birthday.

· It is a joy to give gifts to one another at any time of the year.  In fact, we are encouraged by the Lord to give to others and to bless people.  However, our motive in giving should never be with selfish motives (e.g. to get some gift back from others).
WHO  IS  SANTA  CLAUS?

· Santa Claus is and was not a real person.   He is a make-believe character probably based on ancient folklore about the evil spirit of the North whose name was “Nick”, “Nickel”, or “Nikker”, which is where “St. Nick” originally came from.

· He does not know everything.  He does not know if you have been bad or good.  Santa cannot judge our deeds because he is not God.  Only Jesus Christ is God and our Eternal Judge.
· He does not give out any gifts - just ask your Mom or Dad about this.

· Santa Claus is a false type of Jesus.  Only Jesus Christ is our judge and the giver of all things.  He alone knows all things about us and loves us.  The gifts that Jesus gives us are true gifts that will last forever.

· Santa does not fly around the world with reindeer and a sleigh.  He also does not go up and down chimneys.

· Santa Claus is a lie and the Bible tells us not to lie (Col. 3:9; Eph. 4:25).

HOW  DO  WE  TELL  OUR  FRIENDS  AND  FAMILY  ABOUT  THE  TRUE  MEANING OF  CHRISTMAS?

· We must tell them the truth in love and allow them to make up their own minds about Christmas and Jesus Christ.

· Pray that God will lead you by His Spirit.  And do not fear what others will say or think.  Be a good example of Jesus Christ  (I Tim. 4:12-16).

APPENDIX A - STATEMENT OF FAITH
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1.
WE BELIEVE the Scriptures to be the Holy Spirit inspired and inerrant and infallible Word of God  (2 Tim. 3:14-17; 2 Pet. 1:19-21; John 1:1-4).

2.
WE BELIEVE in one God, eternal and self- existent, manifested to man as Father, Son and Holy Ghost  (Gen. 1:26; Acts 5:31-32; Matt. 28:19; John 20:28-29; II Cor. 13:14).

3.
WE BELIEVE that Jesus Christ is true God and true man, having been conceived of the Holy Ghost and born of the virgin, Mary (John 20:29; 1:1-4; Isaiah 9:6; Isaiah 7:14 and Matt. 1:23).

4.
WE BELIEVE that Jesus Christ died on the cross and shed His blood as a sacrifice for our sins;  He arose bodily from the dead, ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father on high  (Eph. 2:1-32; Rom. 1 to 8).

5.
WE BELIEVE in the ministry of the Holy Spirit to glorify Christ, to convict men of sin, and to empower the believer (John 16:7-11; Acts 5:29-32).

6.
WE BELIEVE that man was created in the image of God but fell into sin (Gen. 1 to 3; Rom. 3:9-12; 23-26).

7.
WE BELIEVE that man can be justified only by grace through personal faith in the Lord Jesus Christ (Eph. 1 - 3; Rom. 1 - 8).

8.
WE BELIEVE IN A BELIEVER’S water baptism WHICH identifies us with the death and burial of JESUS Christ, and that we should arise IN CHRIST to walk in newness of life (Acts 8:36-38; Matt. 28:19; Mark 16:16).

9.
WE BELIEVE that the true church is composed of such persons who, through saving faith in Jesus Christ, have been regenerated by the Holy Spirit  (Rom. 5:1-5; Acts 5:29-32).

10.
WE BELIEVE in the personal, literal second coming of our Lord Jesus Christ to judge both the living and the dead  (Matt. 24:14,29-30; Rev. 22:17-21).

11.
WE BELIEVE in the bodily resurrection of all the dead  (I Cor. 15:35-58; Phil. 3:20-21).

12.
WE BELIEVE in everlasting blessedness for the believer, with judgment and everlasting punishment for the unbeliever  (Matt. 25:34-46; Rev. 21 - 22; 20:11-15; I Cor. 3:13; 4:2-5; Eccl. 12:13-14).

13. WE BELIEVE that Christ wants the members of His Church to carry His Gospel into all the world (Matt. 28:17-20; Acts 1:6-8).7
THERE  IS  ONLY  ONE  WAY  TO  HEAVEN

JESUS SAID, 

I am the way, the truth, and the life:  no man cometh unto the Father but by Me ( there is only one way to God ).
John 14: 6
Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved. 
Acts 4: 12

WHAT  DO  YOU  NEED  TO  DO ?

1. ADMIT you are a sinner - For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God 

        (Romans 3:23).

2. REPENT - turn away from your sin and turn to God completely ... this is a 100% turn and a 100% change in direction.
3. BELIEVE on and trust the Lord Jesus Christ in your heart.  Know that He alone has shed His blood and paid the price for your sins (Hebrews 9:11-28).

4. CONFESS with your mouth by asking Jesus Christ to take control of your life and to truly become your LORD.  That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved (Romans 10:9).

SOME  THINGS  YOU  SHOULD  KNOW

All new believers need to faithfully and diligently develop their relationship, their communication, and their intimacy with the Heavenly Father (Romans 8:15; Hebrews 6:10-12).  Remember that this is your number one priority (Luke 11:1-13; Matthew 6:9-15).  Also, know that gathering together with a good local church is commanded by God and will help you to develop your walk with the Lord.  Other Christians will help you through their example and personal experience.  You will also receive teaching from God’s servants and begin your ministry functions within the Body of Christ (Heb. 10:24-25; I Cor. 12-14).

You will also need to constantly renew and re-align your old thinking patterns, your attitudes and emotions according to the wisdom of God's Word.  Make the meditation and study of God's Word a daily priority (Romans 12:1-2; Ephesians 4:22-23; Amos 7:7-8).  If you do not have a Bible, endeavour now to get one as soon as possible ... and continue to follow Jesus Christ at any cost.  Our local church can help you find a Bible to suit your needs.
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